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… (Sinai tribes demand representation in constitution //

Egypt Independent (http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/sinai-tribes-
demand-representation-constitution). – 2012. – 27.09 (  – .

).

Bedouin tribal leaders demanded on Thursday that the new constitution recognize
their traditional judicial system. They also criticized the lack of representation of Sinai’s tribes
in the Constituent Assembly tasked with drafting the constitution.

“Is the former regime’s policy towards Sinai’s tribes unchanged?” asked Sheikh Aref Abou
Abdah, a tribal leader in Sheikh Zuwaid, in reference to this lack of representation during a
hearing with the assembly’s proposals committee.

The Bedouin representatives said that their traditional judicial system, consistent with the
tribes’ customs and traditions, must be recognized by the state.

They added that this system would exist as a complement, not alternative, to the state
judicial system, and claimed that the majority of the issues plaguing Sinai’s tribes could be
solved in a mere two weeks if tried before the traditional courts.

Mohamed al-Beltagy, head of the proposals committee, asked the tribal leaders to draft a
text of the proposed article in language that would not conflict with state law.

The former Mubarak regime neglected the Sinai peninsula for decades. The local
population, mostly composed of Bedouin tribes, has complained of discrimination, under-
investment and poor treatment from state security forces, that has continued since the fall of
former President Hosni Mubarak (Sinai tribes demand representation in constitution // Egypt
Independent (http://www.egyptindependent.com/news/sinai-tribes-demand-representation-
constitution). – 2012. – 27.09).
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process a battleground // Mail & Guardian (http://mg.co.za/article/2012-09-28-
00-constitution-process-a-battleground). – 2012. – 28.09 (  –

. ).

Zimbabwe’s constitution-drafting process has been hijacked by the country’s political
parties. The draft will be debated by more than 1 000 delegates.

The contest to control Zimbabwe’s drafting of a new constitution will heat up next week
when the draft produced by the constitutional parliamentary committee (Copac) is taken to a
second stakeholders conference.

The draft will be debated by more than 1000 delegates, including businesspeople and
representatives from churches, non-governmental organisations and political parties in Harare
from October 4 to 6.

The two Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) parties have so far resisted efforts by
Zanu-PF party to include nearly 266 amendments to the draft.

President Robert Mugabe’s Zanu-PF has objected to a number of proposals in the draft,
including the clipping of the president’s executive powers, security sector reforms, dual
citizenship and the devolution of power from central government.

Zanu-PF is opposed to the formation of a national prosecuting authority to replace the
office of the attorney general. The former ruling party is also keen to retain the death penalty,
which the MDC parties are keen to have repealed. After the second stakeholders’ conference, the

http://mg.co.za/article/2012-09-28-
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draft will be taken to Parliament, where, after approval by legislators, it will then be put to a
referendum.

Nothing untoward
There are signs, however, that Zanu-PF will not allow the draft to go unchallenged. The

party plans to discredit the draft and show how Copac “ignored the people’s views” by
demanding that the national report – which details information gathered during the constitutional
outreach exercise – be supplied to delegates alongside the draft.

Rugare Gumbo, the Zanu-PF spokesperson, said this was merely part of its election
mobilisation campaign and there was nothing untoward about it. “We want our members to
speak  ...  with  one  voice  …  We  have  said  as  a  party  that  we  will  go  to  the  second  all-
stakeholders’ conference with the Copac draft, but the national report should be printed before
the conference so that everyone can have a copy and compare it with the Copac draft,” said
Gumbo.

Douglas Mwonzora, spokesperson of the MDC faction led by Prime Minister Morgan
Tsvangirai, said that Zanu-PF’s latest demands were misplaced and undermined the authority of
Parliament.

Political analyst Trevor Maisiri, from the International Crisis Group, said “Zanu-PF may
actually  want  to  discredit  the  current  draft  constitution  by  showing  the  glaring  differences
between the compromises in the draft against what may be contained in the national report”.

Meanwhile, civil society groups remain opposed to the draft constitution process, which,
they argue, has seen the affair become a battlefield for the country’s three main political parties.
Philani Zamchiya, the regional director of Crisis in Coalition of Zimbabwe, said: “We are
concerned that the three main political parties have once again decided to make this important
process a political party event, while excluding the voice of the people,” said Zamchiya. “We are
convinced that the second stakeholders conference is a space for ordinary people and hence must
not be hijacked by political players who have been active in the constitution-making process for
the past three and half years.”

MDC slams referendum and election dates
President Robert Mugabe on Thursday set out plans for a constitutional referendum in

November and elections in March, a timetable that was quickly denounced by the opposition as
“unrealistic”.

In a High Court filing, Mugabe set out his most concrete timetable to date for two votes
that are key to a bipartisan deal designed to stop Zimbabwe from descending further into
political violence.

Mugabe listed a “referendum, expected to take place during the first week of November”
and the plan to “hold the harmonised elections in the last week of March”.

Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) spokesperson Douglas Mwonzora said “the
dates being proposed are clearly not feasible”, adding that the election date was “unilateral [and]
unrealistic”.

Mwonzora said that the MDC was more concerned about conditions under which the vote
would takes place rather than the date. “For us to meet those dates, Zanu-PF has to change
drastically.” – AFP (Zimbabwe’s constitution process a battleground // Mail & Guardian
(http://mg.co.za/article/2012-09-28-00-constitution-process-a-battleground). – 2012. – 28.09).
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, .  (Peni Moore) 
(Educational

materials handed out for constitutional awareness // FijiVillage.com
(http://www.fijivillage.com/?mod=story&id=280912845204579fcf2b6a04ed96df).
– 2012. – 28.09 (  – . ).

As constitution commission prepares to leave for Vanua Levu tour, educational
materials on the constitution-making process has been sent to villages and schools there.

This is to ensure that people are well-prepared for their submissions to the commission.
The Commission is grateful to the Ministry of Education to have granted them permission

to distribute the materials in schools.
Booklets and flyers have been handed out to schools and villages.
One  of  the  Commissioners,  Peni  Moore  is  calling  on  the  women  and  youths  to  come

forward and make their views known.
Moore said while they have been receiving submissions from women, the Commission

would like to see more women participation in the process.
Consultation on Vanua Levu is expected to begin from tomorrow (Educational materials

handed out for constitutional awareness // FijiVillage.com
(http://www.fijivillage.com/?mod=story&id= 280912845204579fcf2b6a04ed96df). – 2012. –
28.09).
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(http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=212998). – 2012. – 28.09 (
 – . ).

THERE is a need for people to understand that the constitution is not for the government
but for the people.

And the people need to change their mind-set that the document will provide solutions to
their problems.

Constitution Commission member Penelope Moore said the document would protect and
care for the human rights of people of all ages and status.

She said in Fiji many people thought of themselves, however, this would change when the
new law would be released in December.

She  told  students  of  Gospel  School  for  the  Deaf:  “We  will  make  sure  your  rights  are
protected and that you are given the freedom to work in any environment.” Ms Moore said the
constitution would ensure people with special needs were cared for.

She  said  these  people  were  part  of  society  and  their  rights  and  abilities  must  be
safeguarded by the new document.

“At the moment we are travelling around Fiji to hear submissions from people.”
“We will gather all information and try and write a constitution based on what the people

propose,” said Ms Moore (Constitution is for the people // Fiji Times
(http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=212998). – 2012. – 28.09).
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Republica(http://www.myrepublica.com/portal/index.php?action=news_details&
news_id=42626). – 2012. – 28.09 (  – . ).

Nepali Congress (NC) youth leader Gagan Thapa said that the dissolved Constituent
Assembly (CA) could not function efficiently as it had been given twin functions of writing
the new constitution and working as the legislature-parliament.

Speaking at a press conference organized by Nepal Press Union in Janakpur, Thapa also
argued that there is no point in reviving the CA as it has already failed to write the new
constitution.

The new CA to be elected should devote its time exclusively for writing the new
constitution and not get involved in forming and dissolving governments. Thapa also said the
election to the CA, parliament and the local bodies can be held simultaneously.

“This will be cheaper and effective,” he added, saying that parliament could function for
five years even after the CA gets dissolved in two years after promulgating the new constitution.

He also argued that it is high time parties started discussing ways to conduct free and fair
election saying election is the only way out for the country to get out of the current deadlock (CA
cannot handle twin functions: Thapa // Republica (http://www.myrepublica.com
/portal/index.php?action=news_ details&news_id=42626). – 2012. – 28.09).
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